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An Award-Winning Legacy of Innovation 
An interview with 2018 Gairdner Award Laureates  
Frances Shepherd, Medical Oncologist, Princess Margaret Cancer Centre 
Edward Boyden, Neurobiological Engineer, MIT McGovern Institute 
Alan Lopez, Health Economist, University of Melbourne 
Lewis Kay, Biophysicist, University of Toronto  
Christopher Murray, Physician & Health Economist, University of Washington 

Frances Shepherd  
The Gairdner Awards are amazing. 

Edward Boyden  
The Gairdner Award, which has been going on for 60 years, is one of the most 
prestigious honours that you can get in biology and medicine. So it's really 
kind of humbling to be listed along with all these legendary biologists and 
doctors over time. 

Alan Lopez 
The Gairdner Award is just extremely useful in terms of its reputational 
capital. To receive that award, you're already regarded by your peers, you're 
regarded by communities you work in who know about that award, as having 
achieved a level of excellence. 

Frances Shepherd  
Approximately a quarter of the individuals who have won Gairdner Awards 
have gone on to win Nobel Prizes. So that just speaks to the quality of these 
awards, and the prestige of these awards. 

Lewis Kay 
Last year, my number was called. I got to yell out, "Bingo!" And through 
some sort of magic, I was selected as a Gairdner awardee. And so it was 
really meaningful to me because it was recognition of my field of biophysics. 
I'm kind of representative of many people in that regard. 
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How has your outreach experience been? 

Lewis Kay 
So every year, a Gairdner awardee is sent to a variety of different Canadian 
destinations where he or she will speak with high school students and also to 
give regular lectures to fellow scientists. 

Edward Boyden  
Science used to be part of culture, part of society. You know, landing on the 
moon, these kinds of things captured global attention. But I worry that 
science is not part of society anymore. So part of the outreach program is to 
capture the imagination of people when they're young. To help people 
understand where the big innovations come from. 

Christopher Murray 
And I think that outreach around science, particularly the science around 
global health, is a pretty unique opportunity through the Gairdner to reach 
out to those groups. 

What does this mean for your future? 

Alan Lopez 
I expected there to be a door open to increased collaboration, to people 
taking you more seriously, in effect, and saying well if Alan Lopez and Chris 
Murray are saying this is an important area to get right, then perhaps we 
should take it a bit more seriously and work with them on it. 

Frances Shepherd  
I have decided to use this to endow an award for a young woman who is 
going on to university in science. And with the other half of the award, I'm 
going to establish an endowment for the Canadian Clinical Trials Group to 
spread the word about the fabulous clinical research that is done by the 
Canadian Clinical Trials Group. So this award will endure, and a legacy will be 
left behind. 
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