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Daniel Debow 

Many of the best entrepreneurs start in the sciences. My former head of sales 
was a research scientist. He learned how to solve problems, he learned how 
to have a situation of deep ambiguity, which is the core of all early start ups, 
and to not be afraid by that, to not be thrown off. But to just figure out how 
to build experiments, which is what I think a start up does, that help you 
understand reality, and then be able to drive towards a solution.  

Basic research, curiosity-driven research, isn't just about the curiosity. It's 
also a training ground for people to have a mode of thinking to apply to the 
rest of the world, that in many cases can turn into great businesses. 

Neena Kanwar 

We're doing research projects in MRI, we're doing research projects in PET/
CT, and better treatment for diseases that currently don't have treatment. 
The research that is now being conducted, and that we're participating in, is 
critical not only to our growth, but to the growth of the innovation economy.  
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Bilal Khan 

We're seeing a lot of those resources in Canada being world competitive, and 
I think the interesting thing about something like artificial intelligence is its 
ability to have a massive impact beyond market size. This is one of those rare 
opportunities where we don't need a massive market size to have a huge 
impact. China is noticing, the United States is noticing, every major 
corporation from Google, Uber, Facebook - they're all launching R&D labs here 
because of our talent pool. I believe that diversity is our strength. The 
diversity dividend is hard to calculate, and it can get complicated, but it's our 
competitive advantage. And I think it's going to be the single, we're going to 
look back on this, and it will be the driving force for our economic growth, our 
ability to compete globally, but most importantly for us to be truly innovative 
and transformational. 
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