
 

 

 
Minds of Many Feathers  
Stick Together 

An interview on current issues with: 

Professor Daron Acemoglu | Economist, CIFAR and Massachusetts Institute for 

Technology         

Professor Melvyn Goodale | Neuroscientist, CIFAR and Western University 

Professor Philippe Aghion | Economist, CIFAR and Collège de France 

Professor Matilde Bombardini | Economist, CIFAR and University of British 

Columbia         

Professor Adrian Owen | Neuroscientist, CIFAR and Western University 

Professor Lisa Saksida | Neuroscientist, CIFAR and Western University 

Professor Dan Trefler | Economist, CIFAR and University of Toronto 

 

 
What is unique about CIFAR? 
 

Daron Acemoglu: CIFAR, the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research, is a 

fantastic institution that brings researchers in many different areas, from all 

corners of the world. It provides an intensive atmosphere for people to exchange, 

debate and advance ideas.     

 

Melvyn Goodale: It’s unique in that it allows scientists and scholars to come 

together to attack blue sky questions, really fundamentally important questions 

such as consciousness, such as the origin of the universe, such as how to solve the 

profound economic equalities that exist in the world, that are very hard to fund 

through traditional government agencies or traditional NGOs.  

 

Philippe Aghion: CIFAR is always a kind of test. I feel more confident, I get the 

feedback, it’s amazing. You know, research matures much much faster and it spurs 

other ideas and we keep talking. We meet three times a year, but in fact, we keep 

talking all the time because we Skype with each other, we e-mail each other, it’s a 

continuous process.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Matilde Bombardini: I’m part of CIFAR because the egos are set aside and it’s all 

about the research. So it’s all about sort of getting the thing right and that’s what 

really matters.   

 

Adrian Owen: For most types of scientific funding, we are encouraged to think 

through the entire problem in advance. The great thing about CIFAR funding is it’s 

encouraging quite the opposite. It’s saying, well let’s just start you off with some 

money and see where this goes. It’s a really exciting way of doing science. 

 

Lisa Saksida: They find scientists to come together and spend lots of time 

discussing issues related to the question and I think that long term vision, they 

give us the time to really explore questions deeply and thoroughly which I think is 

absolutely essential. 

 

Dan Trefler: Fundamentally, there’s only a small, very small group of people on the 

planet that understands what I do, and I walk into a room with my CIFAR 

colleagues and every single one of them understands what I do, why I’m doing it, 

and what the implications are for society. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


